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Dead Wrong: 
Capital Punishment, Wrongful Convictions, & Serious Mental Illness

▪ Definitions

▪ Scope of Problem

▪ SMI as a vulnerable population

▪ Data sources & methods

▪ Results of NRE Data

▪ Case Examples

▪ Data from Case Examples

▪ Future Recommendations



Wrongful Conviction
o The person convicted is factually innocent of the charges
o Procedural errors violated the convicted person's rights

Serious Mental Illness (SMI)
o Mental, behavioral, or emotional disorder resulting in serious 

functional impairment, which substantially interferes with or limits 
one or more major life activities

o Major depression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, obsessive 
compulsive disorder, panic disorder, posttraumatic stress disorder, 
and borderline personality disorder 

Capital Punishment 
o Can be charged by federal or state government
o Capital crimes, notoriously murder
o Atkins v. Virginia, 2002
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False Confessions
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Difficulty Assisting in Defense
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Perceived as an 
Unreliable Witness
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Falsely Appearing to Lack Remorse
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Prejudices from 
Jurors & Judges
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DATA & 
METHODS

•NRE: 146 exonerees had 

a mental disability

• 45 of these SMI

•



•CDC: Co-Defendant Confessed
•CIU: Conviction Integrity Unit
•CV: Child Victim
•F: Female Exoneree
•H: Homicide

•JI: Jailhouse Informant
•NC: No Crime Case (no crime occurred, fabricated)
•P: Guilty Plea Case
•IO: Innocence Organization
•PR: Prosecutor Misconduct
•OF: Police Officer Misconduct

•WH: Withheld Exculpatory Evidence
•NW: Misconduct That Is Not Withholding Evidence
•KP: Knowingly Permitting Perjury
•WT: Witness Tampering Or Misconduct Interrogating Co-defendant
•INT: Misconduct In Interrogation of Exoneree

•MWID: Mistaken Witness Identification
•FC: False Confession
•P/FA: Perjury or False Accusation
•F/MFE: False or Misleading Forensic Evidence
•OM: Official Misconduct
•ILD: Inadequate Legal Defense

https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#CDC
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#CIU
http://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#JI
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#JI
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#NC
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/detaillist.aspx
http://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#ILD
http://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#WT
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#MWID
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#FC
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#PFA
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#FMFE
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#OM
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/glossary.aspx#ILD


Disparities Between Sources of Wrongful Conviction 

Amongst Exonerees
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Moving Forward: Strengthening Current Safeguards
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Moving Forward: Implementing Reforms to Protect Persons with SMI
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QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!


