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The ORPC is launching a Social Work Program to be piloted in the 4th, 17th, and 21st 
judicial districts. The program is based on a multidisciplinary approach to parent 
representation from other states, and is expected to improve outcomes for parents and 
children in Colorado. The program launch is set for July 1, 2017 with jurisdictional and 
stakeholder meetings in May and June 2017. The program evaluation period is July 1, 
2017- June 30, 2019.  
 

Mission Statement: The mission of the Social Work Program is to empower and 
advocate for families by providing high quality, strengths-based, compassionate, and 
comprehensive social work services to parents in D&N cases which will allow them to 
participate meaningfully in their case planning. 
 

Description: We believe that a family’s chance of succeeding improves dramatically when 
provided with a multidisciplinary approach including a zealous attorney, an appropriate 
clinical assessment, timely and effective services, and strong advocacy within the child 
welfare system by a social worker. 

Contract social workers will complete a biopsychosocial assessment for every parent they 
are referred. A biopsychosocial assessment is an evaluation that utilizes a comprehensive, 
systemic perspective to integrating the psychological, biological, and sociocultural 
influences on human development and functioning and provides recommendations for 
treatment. The contract social worker can also attend all court dates, collaborate with 
DHS, develop alternative treatment plans, make treatment recommendations, and pursue 
kinship family members as potential placement options.  
 

Research demonstrates that earlier access to social workers improves outcomes for 
families, including parent engagement and reunification.  
 

Program Launch 

The pilot program will focus on only EPP (expedited permanency planning, children 
under six) cases in the 4th, 17th, and 21st judicial districts. The pilot program will be 
comprised of three social workers and the Social Worker Coordinator, who will oversee 
the program and provide individual and group supervision. Attorneys will complete the 
Social Worker Assessment Form. Each pilot jurisdiction will have a dedicated social 
worker who will be assigned to select cases based on high-risk factors from the assessment 
form.  

Program Participants 

Social Worker’s credentials: 

Social workers have different 
licensing and educational 
requirements than case 
workers.  

Social workers are master’s 
level clinicians that can offer 
a wide range of expertise in 
mental health assessment, 
substance abuse, attachment 
and bonding, domestic 
violence, and service delivery.  

A licensed social worker is 
required to complete  a 
vigorous graduate-level 
education program that 
includes two years of field 
practice through school-
sponsored internships and, 
upon graduation from a 
graduate program, a social 
worker is eligible to take a 
licensing examination. 

The program evaluation will specifically measure the efficacy of the pilot program by 
evaluating the following objectives: 
1. Does the pilot program reduce the time in out of home placement? 
2. Does the pilot program reduce the overall length of the case? 
3. Does the pilot program increase the rates of reunification? 
4. Does the pilot program produce better permanency outcomes? 
5. Does the pilot program reduce overall case costs? 
 

ORPC will collect data throughout the program and complete a program evaluation. 

Social Workers can: 

Be the first line of contact for 
the parent 

Make accurate and 
customized treatment plan 
recommendations 

Attend meetings and 
advocate for the client-
without having to bring all 
attorneys on board 

Bridge the gap between the 
client and attorney 

Bridge the gap between the 
parent and DHS case worker  

Share the work load for 
attorneys for some tasks, 
also share work load for DHS 
case worker 

 

 

Informed Advocacy 

Evaluating Outcomes 
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The Office of Respondent Parents’ Counsel (ORPC) is an independent governmental 
agency within the State of Colorado Judicial Branch and is vested with the oversight and 
administration of Respondent Parents’ Counsel (RPC) representation in Colorado, 
effective July 1, 2016. 
 

The United States Supreme Court recognized that the “Due Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment protects the fundamental right of parents to make decisions 
concerning the care, custody, and control of their children” Troxel v. Granville, 530 U.S. 
57, 66 (2000).  In Colorado, an indigent respondent parent has a statutory right to 
appointed counsel (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent Parents’ Counsel” or “RPC”) 
to protect this fundamental right to parent.  See § 19-3-202, C.R.S. (2015). 
 

The Colorado General Assembly declared that Respondent Parents’ Counsel “plays a 
critical role in helping achieve the best outcomes for children involved in dependency 
and neglect proceedings by providing effective legal representation for parents in 
dependency and neglect proceedings, protecting due process and statutory rights, 
presenting balanced information to judges, and promoting the preservation of family 
relationships when appropriate” § 13-92-101, C.R.S. (2015). 

Who We Are 

Quotes from RPC’s 

“I believe the possibility of 

losing your child is one of 

the greatest traumas in 

life.  As an attorney for a 

parent, I work to save that 

relationship.” 

“I am the only one in the 

courtroom who is in my 

client's corner.  I am proud 

of the work I do for 

respondent parent clients.” 

“The reality of indigent 

service is that our clients 

want to be heard.  They 

want someone to tell their 

story.  I believe I am 

uniquely qualified to do 

just that.  When you can 

convey sympathy, 

empathy and knowledge 

on behalf of your client to 

your audience you give 

your client some 

semblance of respect.”  

Research demonstrates that children have better long-term outcomes when they are 
raised in their families of origin.  Reunification, or the return of children to their families 
of origin from out-of-home placement, is one of the most common outcomes for 
children in the child welfare system, and is often the goal of successful parent advocacy.  
 

Research also shows that high-quality legal representation for parents in child welfare 
cases results not only in improved outcomes for families, but a potential cost savings for 
taxpayers because children spend less time in foster care and children are reunified with 
their families more quickly.  
 

Why We Matter  
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